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Abstract

This study examines the architectural and historical significance of the Sri Mayakkoothar
Temple, an important Vaishnavite temple located in Perungulam in the Thoothukudi
district of Tamil Nadu. The temple is dedicated to Lord Vishnu in the form of
Mayakkoothar and represents a valuable example of traditional South Indian temple
architecture. The study highlights the historical development of the temple, which
reflects the contributions of various South Indian dynasties, particularly the Pandya
Dynasty and the Madurai Nayak Dynasty. Architectural features such as the gopuram,
mandapams, prakarams, and the sanctum sanctorum demonstrate the influence
of classical temple construction principles described in the Vaikhanasa Agamas.
The research also explores the spatial layout of the temple complex, including its structural
components such as the Garbhagriha, Ardha Mandapam, Maha Mandapam, and various
subsidiary shrines. These elements illustrate the functional and symbolic aspects of temple
architecture, emphasizing ritual practices like circumambulation. In addition, the study
discusses the cultural and religious importance of the temple as a center for worship,
festivals, and community gatherings. Overall, the temple stands as a significant cultural
monument that reflects the architectural heritage, religious traditions, and historical

continuity of Tamil Nadu.

Introduction

Sri Mayakkoothar Temple is an important historical and religious monument
located in Perungulam in the Thoothukudi district of Tamil Nadu. The temple is
well known for its architectural richness and spiritual significance in the Vaishnavite
tradition. It reflects the artistic and architectural contributions of several South Indian
dynasties such as the early Pandya rulers and later the Nayak kings of Madurai.
Over time, different rulers contributed to the construction and renovation of the
temple, which makes it a remarkable example of layered historical development in
temple architecture.

The temple is dedicated to Lord Vishnu in the form of Mayakkoothar, and it
holds a prominent place among the sacred temples of Tamil Nadu. The structure
demonstrates the classical principles of temple construction described in traditional
Hindu architectural texts known as Agamas.
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Historical Background

The exact date and year of the temple’s original construction are not clearly
recorded in historical documents. However, inscriptions and architectural
styles suggest that the early structure of the temple was built during the rule of
the Pandya dynasty. Later, during the period of the Madurai Nayaks, additional
structures such as mandapams and other architectural features were added.
These successive renovations and additions contributed to the temple’s current form,
making it a blend of different historical periods and architectural traditions. The
temple therefore stands as a historical monument reflecting the religious devotion
and artistic patronage of multiple ruling dynasties.

Architectural Features

The temple exhibits a massive and impressive structure consisting of several
mandapams (pillared halls). These mandapams are typical features of South Indian
temple architecture and were used for religious gatherings, rituals, and festivals.
The entire temple complex 1is constructed mainly with stone, which
ensures both durability and aesthetic beauty. The temple layout follows
the architectural guidelines described in the Vaikhanasa Agamas, which
govern the construction and ritual practices of many Vaishnavite temples.
The temple 1s oriented towards the east, which is a common feature in traditional
Hindu temple design. According to Hindu architectural beliefs, east-facing temples
allow the rising sun’s rays to fall upon the deity, symbolizing divine energy and
purity.

Temple Layout

The temple complex occupies approximately three-quarters of an acre (about
33,600 square feet). The compound wall surrounding the temple measures about 230
feet in length and 99 feet in width. The entrance tower, known as the gopuram, rises
to about 60 feet in height and serves as the main gateway into the sacred complex.
The temple consists of four main prakarams (circumambulatory corridors):
Karuvarai Prakaram (Sanctum enclosure)
* Inner Prakaram
 Thalaivarisai Prakaram
* Outer Prakaram

These prakarams allow devotees to perform ritual circumambulation
around the sanctum, which is an important aspect of temple worship.
Important Structures within the Temple

The temple complex contains several significant structures and shrines. Among
them are:
* Garbhagriha (Sanctum Sanctorum)
* Ardha Mandapam
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* Maha Mandapam

* Mula Mandapam

» Thalaivarisai Prakaram

+ Athiyara Mandapam

e Manavala Mamuni Shrine

Other important features of the temple include:
* The temple well
» Flag mast (Dwajasthambam)
» Temple kitchen
» Nagar shrines
* Administrative offices
* Theppakulam (temple tank)
There are also several subsidiary shrines dedicated to other deities within the
outer prakaram. These shrines add to the religious importance and ritual activities
of the temple.

Sanctum Sanctorum

The most sacred part of the temple is the Garbhagriha or sanctum sanctorum, where
the main deity Lord Mayakkootharis enshrined. The sanctumis connected tothe Ardha
Mandapam, which serves as an intermediate hall leading to the Maha Mandapam.
The walls of the sanctum contain niches for wvarious deities known as
Devakoshtas, and the structure is supported by multiple stone pillars. The sanctum
i1s enclosed by an inner wall that has its main entrance on the eastern side.
Around the sanctum, there is a narrow circumambulatory passage called the
“Unnaligai,” which allows devotees to walk around the sanctum as part of their
worship.

Cultural and Religious Significance

Sri Mayakkoothar Temple plays a vital role in the spiritual life of the local
community. It is not only a place of worship but also a center for cultural and
religious gatherings. Various festivals and rituals are celebrated in the temple
throughout the year, attracting devotees from nearby villages and towns.
The temple’s mandapams and open spaces also serve as venues for religious
discourses, cultural programs, and temple festivals.

Conclusion

Sri Mayakkoothar Temple is a remarkable example of traditional South Indian
temple architecture and religious heritage. Its historical background, architectural
beauty, and spiritual importance make it a valuable cultural monument in Tamil Nadu.
The temple reflects the artistic excellence of the Pandya and Nayak periods and
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continues to serve as a center of devotion and community life. Preserving such
temples is essential not only for religious reasons but also for maintaining the rich
cultural heritage of the region.
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