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Abstract 

 Dave Eggers’ The Circle explores the thoughtful implications of an all-encompassing technological the 

public where repeated patterns and the symbol of the circle direct the narrative. This paper examines how the 

novel uses the circle as a metaphor for control, repetition, and trap in a digital utopia that masquerades as steps 

forward. By analyzing the narrative’s use of recurring events, systems of surveillance, and the concept of 

completion, this study highlights the tension between individuality and the collective, as well as the paradox of 

transparency and freedom. The psychiatry uncovers the dangers of an unbroken circle of control, tempting 

readers to consider the societal costs of technological overreach. 

 
Introduction 

Dave Eggers’ The Circle is a dystopian critique of the unchecked growth of technology and 

its impact on individuality, privacy, and societal norms. The novel's title and central motif, 

the circle, represent completion, unity, and perfection, but also suggest entrapment, 

surveillance, and the loss of autonomy. This paper explores how Eggers employs the 

concept of the circle to question the boundaries between progress and control, transparency 

and privacy, and innovation and totalitarianism. 

 
The Circle as a Symbol of Autocratic Control 

1.  The Concept of Achievement 

 The Circle corporation’s work to “close the circle” symbolizes its craving for total control 

over human behavior, message, and information. The tracking down of completion 

eliminates ambiguity and privacy, leading to a system where individuals are monitored 

continuously under the facade of transparency. 

2.  Supervision and Replication 

 The cyclical nature of The Circle’s systems stable updates, endless feedback loops, and 

recursive monitoring creates a closed system of conformity. This unbroken cycle ensures 

that dispute is erased, as all behavior is funneled into humdrum patterns that serve the 

corporation's interests. 

3.  The Fantasy of Flawlessness 

 While the circle appears to be a symbol of unity and accord, Eggers critiques its 

oppressive nature. The description reveals that the chase of perfection often comes at the 

hemorrhage of personal freedom and moral intricacy. 
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Inveterate Motifs in spirit Dynamics 

1.  Mae Holland’s renovation 

 Mae’s journey from a undeveloped new employee to a willing participant in the Circle’s 

agenda reflects the cyclical indoctrination process. Her cyclical justifications for the Circle’s 

constant policies put emphasis on the dangers of normalization in a closed system. 

2.  Transparency vs. Privacy 

 The mantra “Secrets are lies” exemplifies the Circle’s idea, where repeated slogans 

enforce conformity. Mae’s gradual acceptance of this philosophy highlights the loss of 

eccentricity in a society that prioritizes collective visibility over personal limitations. 

3.  Interpersonal Affairs 

 Mae’s associations, specially with Mercer and Annie, are nervy by the Circle’s influence. 

The droning clashes between Mae’s mounting loyalty to the Circle and her loved ones’ 

skepticism show up the dehumanizing effects of technological exceed your limit. 

 
The Circle and Communal Appraisal 

1.  Digital Despotism 

 The Circle’s inflexibility on closing every loop parallels real-world concerns about 

analysis free enterprise and digital dictatorship. By creating a system where all actions are 

monitored and quantified, Eggers critiques the budding for technology to grind down 

democratic state and human rights. 

2.  The Cycle of Modernization and Mistreatment 

 The novel exposes how technological advancements often achieve cycles of 

development, where innovation serves as a tool for profit and control rather than genuine 

evolution. 

3.  Transparency as a Mace 

 The Circle redefines intelligibility as a moral essential, weaponizing it to curb dissent 

and insist on orthodoxy. This cyclical enforcement of visibility leads to a homogenized 

society, devoid of creativity and grave thought. 

 
Conclusion 

 Dave Eggers’ The Circle uses the motif of the circle to representation the dangers of a 

society extreme by savoir faire and inspection. The narrative critiques the paradox of 

transparency and autonomy, illustrating how the hunt of perfection and completion often 

leads to control and entrapment. By probing the cyclical patterns within the story, this paper 

underscores the imperative need to question the societal implications of technological 

advancements and their impact on individuality and privacy. 
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