
Volume 6  Issue 1  August 2024  E-ISSN: 2582-2063 

 

 

 10   Nilam International Research Journal of Arts and Culture (Refereed/Peer Reviewed Journal) 

 

SOCIAL LIFE OF PEOPLE AS GLEANED FROM  

MELUR TALUK TEMPLES 
 

G. Rajeswari 
Research Scholar, (Full Time) 

Government Arts College, Melur, Madurai. 

 

Introduction 

  The intension of this topic is to discuss about the Temples of the Melur taluk and their 

reflection in the social life of Meluk taluk. There are 85 villages in Melur taluk. Melur region 

belongs to Pandya country. Melur region was rich in inscriptions and ancient temples. Melur 

is the northern entrance of Madurai district. Old name of Melur is “Naduvi Nadu”. 

 Temples play an important role in society. The monarch also concentrated on building 

temples. Melur taluk is rich in monuments and temples, and also inscriptions that date from 

the 12th century onward are found. There are some important temples like Agastheeswarar 

Temple,Thirumarainathar Swamy Temple, Muthalamman Temple, and Alagiya 

Choleeswarar Temple that are prominent. In this temple, inscriptions are found that date 

from the 12th century onwards. It reveals the social life of the people in Pandaya country.1 

 Thirumarainatha Swamy Temple in Thiruvathavur consists of 60 inscriptions which 

belong to 12th century. Agastheeswarar Temple is a Siva Temple dedicated to Lord Siva 

located near Melur in Madurai District. In this Temple, found lot of inscriptions which give 

details about the social life of the people. All available inscriptions in these Temple are 

traced and elaborately discussed in this paper.2 

 

Melur Taluk 

 Madurai is one of the old city in India as well as Tamilnadu. Madurai flourished 

2500years ago on the banks of the river Vaigai. Madurai gone under various rulers like 

Pandyas,Cheras,Cholas,Vijayanagara rulers,Nayaks ,Maduari Sultanate and British. 

Among the rulers, Pandyas are one who ruled Madurai from ancient times. Madurai 

serves as the headquarters from ancient times.Recent times for administration propose, 

they divided Madurai into Taluks. It has 10 taluks. Madurai East, Madurai West, Madurai 

North, Madurai South, Melur, Peraiyur, Thirumangalam, Vadipatti, Usilampatti, 

Thiruparangundram were the administrative province of Madurai District.3 

 In this topic focus on Melur Taluk because it has enormous temples and monuments 

which contains lot of information about their social and cultural life of the people. 

Archaeologist found many inscriptions which engraved on the temples of the wall. 

 Pandyas were ruled the Madurai Kingdom nearly 150 years. During his reign they met 
                                                      
1  Avanam 24,2023,pgno 227. 
2  Ibid , pg no 229 
3  J.H. Nelson , The Madura Country a Manual, pg no 23. 
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many wars. Pandya period was divided into 3 parts. 

 Sangam pandyas (B.C 550 -1000) 

 Medieval Pandyas(B.C 1000-1200) 

 Later pandyas(B.C 1200 -1371) 

 Sangam Pandya became popular because of their contribution on Tamil literature and 

Tamil Sangam.During Sangam age,kings like Aryappadai Kadantha Nedujeliyan, 

Talayalanganatthu Nedujeliyan, Ollaiyurtanda Bhutab Pandyan, Kanapperkanda 

Ugrapperuvaludi were ruled Madurai Kingdom effectively. Sangam Pandyas gave more 

importance Tamil literature and Tamil Sangam. Due to that, they patronage poets. Later 

pandya country fell in the hands of the cholas and Thirteen century became a period of 

Pandya rival. 

 

Political Condition 

Veera pandya I (CE 1170 -1195) 

 Veerass pandya was enthroned in A.D 1170 lands of Rajendra Chola 

chaturvedimangalam donated devadhana to Temples.He defeated by Kulothunga III. 

 

Jadavarman Kulasekara I  

 Jadavarman Kulasekara I ascended the throne in 1190 CE and rule pandya 

kingdom,Madurai as its capital.He was the son of Vikrama Pandya.Vikrama Pandya was 

gave support to the Cholas but his Son didn’t. 

 

Maravarman Sundarapandya I (1216 -1238) 

 Maravarman Sundarapandya I was the son of Jadavarman Kulasekra I. His period is 

from 1216 to 1244. He defeated the Chola King RajaRaja III three times in CE 1244, CE 1277 

and CE 1230.He also built a Saiva Mutt near Thiruvadhavur in Melur Taluk, Madurai 

District. He gave due importance to construction of Temples.He created a city in the name 

of his son Vikrama pandya called “Vikrama Nallur”.  

 

Maravarman Sundarapandya II (CE 1238 – 1258) 

 Maravarman Sundarapandya II was brother of Jatavarman Kulasekra II. Many 

inscriptions of his period found mostly in Southern Cauvery. Maravarman Sundarapandya 

II was enthroned in 1238 and ruled till 1253.Mostly Pandyan inscription speak about land 

grants.He had a relation with Hoysala ruler Virasomeswara Vikrama.During his time ,his 

contemporary ruler Rajendra III invaded , the Pandyan country obliged Maravarman 

Sundhara Pandya II to pay tribute to him but Hoysala ruler ,Vira Someswara interfeared 

and helped Pandya to recovery of his Kingdom. 
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Maravarman Kulasekra Pandya (1298-1308) 

 Maravarman Kulasekra Pandya ruled Madurai kingdom from A.D 1298 to 1308. He had 

two sons namely Jadavarman Sundara Pandya and Jadavarmanvikrama Pandya. During 

his reign foreign traveler Marcopolo visited Tamil country. He took invasion on Ceylon 

and captured Kollam in the chera land. Marcopolo gives, detail about his administration 

and socio- economic conditions of this time. After his ruled Madurai was slowly fell in 

hands of Madurai sultans.4 

 

Melur Taluk Temples 

 Melur taluk has enormous temples, which are built during Pandya period. Among 

them, Agastheeswarar temple inThiruchunai, Thirumarainathar swami temple in 

Thiruvadavur, Aruvimalai Siva Temple, Karungalakudi Muththalamman temple. In these 

temple had a very ancient history about our past which is in the form inscription. These 

inscription clearly explained our social life of the people and also the economic 

background of pandya kingdom.5 

 

Administration of Temples 

 Templs administration was notable one during Pandya reign.Local authorities and 

Monarchs concentrated on temple administration during Pandya period.By their efforts 

temple administration well organized.Melur Taluk temple had a lot of inscription which, 

gives details ,about land grant, boundary lines between the village,village boundaries, 

Brahmadeya lands and Village irrigation tank.Mahasabha and Brahmana sabhas are 

managed the temple administration during pandya period.The temple received donation 

in the form of land or amount.Thiruvadhavur inscription clearly mentioned the land grants 

to the temple.6 

 

Taxes 

 Taxes are one of the income for administration. Many taxes prevailed during latter 

pandya period. They were Kovil Viniyogam, Ur Viniyogam, Tharavukuli, Korrilakkai, 

Kadaikuttu, Ilakkai, Anaisalai, Kuthiraipanthi, Santhivikraham, Panchupeeli and etc.. 

Measuring units are also used and its called as Sundhara Pandyan Kol.Kol measuring 24 

feet. Coins were also available during Pandya namely Acchu, Palam Pon, Irasipanam, 

Ainjumeni Drama. Thirumarainatha Swamy Temple inscription gave information about 

one of the land tax Uri Viniyogam and Tharavu kuli.In this temple, there are sixty 

inscription found which gives details account of coins.Through this temple inscription,we 

came to know,Pandyas economic condition.In the Pandya Period,they divided the land 

into two types like Nansei Land and Punsei Land. The Pandya rulers did not levy taxes on 

everyone, they gave some exception to others.Thirumarainatha Swamy Temple inscription 

                                                      
4  K.Rajaiyan,History of Maduarai ,pg no 16. 
5 T.S.Sridhar, Madurai Mavatta Kalvettukal,2006, pg no 15 
6  Ibid ,pg no 29. 
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in Thiruvadhavur,inscription number 24 clearly mentions that, types of land ,types of taxes 

which is levied on crops. 

 

Social Conditions of pandya period 

 Pandyas ruled Madurai nearly 153 years,in which they concetraed on society.7 Melur 

taluk Temples throne light on society and their division namely Idangai and Valangai 

caste. Different group of people lived in Tamilnadu such as Brahmana, Kudikal, Idaiyar, 

Kollar, Tacher and kaikollar.Agriculture was the prime occupation of that time in Melur 

region.Temple was the centre of the all the activities which is held in society. 

 

Conclusion 

 The inscriptions s of Melur Taluk Temples,reveals the fact that the socio, economic 

condition of the people who lived during Pandya period in Melur region. 

 
  

                                                      
7  The Hindu, oct 14, 2019. 


